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Is it possible for someone to be laser 
focused and a blur at the same time?

The answer is yes. For proof, 
just examine the case of Karen 
Brewster, music teacher at 
Davenport Middle School 
and Davenport High School.

On the one hand, she is a 
highly focused professional, 
attentive to every note, 
every detail, every uniform 

and costume for which she is 
responsible. At the same time, 

she also is a blur; always on the 
move, spreading her vision, energy 

and focus across multiple venues.

How is this seeming contradiction possible? 
The answer is that Brewster is a master of time management. She 
efficiently packs every minute of every day. Her schedule includes 
the teaching of five choir classes per week and directing responsi-
bilities for one school musical a year.

Her assignments include the 5th and 6th grade choirs, plus the 
middle school, high school and swing choirs. Every four years, she 
also takes the swing group to Southern California for the Music in 
Parks competition affiliated with Disneyland. Her talented musi-
cians have returned with trophies in their last three appearances. 

Then there are her extracurriculars in the community, which 
include her church choir and an active leadership role with the 
Wheatland Theatre Co., a community arts organization she 
co-founded in 2008 with Drew Kowalkowski and Steve Brewster.

From its roots as a local organization producing plays and musicals 
in Davenport, Wheatland has evolved into a regional troupe 
serving all of Lincoln County. The 2017-18 season includes three 
productions in five communities. 

As artistic director, Brewster is responsible for conceiving and 
implementing a vision for each production, while also melding the 
talent of guest artists (directors, actors and designers from around 
the nation) to work alongside and mentor local volunteers. 

Preparations are now under way for Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
Oklahoma!, July 20-29 at the Davenport High School Theatre. 
Brewster promises “it will not be your grandma’s version of 
Oklahoma!” Rather, she says, director Lee Mikeska Gardner, coming 
from Boston, will provide a “stringy” or Americana fresh take. 

“Our entire community is enriched by Karen’s commitment 
to the performing arts,” says Davenport Superintendent Jim 
Kowalkowski. “The Davenport School District is so fortunate 
to have such a talented, dedicated and amazing teacher. Under 
Karen’s direction and leadership, our drama productions and choir 
concerts are of consistent high-quality.”

Amazing, indeed. Laser-focused, too. 

Melodious tunes heard far and wide
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Davenport swing choir celebrates another successful California tour.

Ted Rogers, a student artist with autism (Focus profile, Summer 
2016) has developed a YouTube site known as TedLand. The West 
Valley School District student’s site has more than 50 subscribers 
and features Ted’s cartoons promoting a better, more empathetic 
and compassionate world. Visit his site: https://goo.gl/DN5iEz.

Kudos to Ted Rogers, student artist Congratulations Mandy Manning
Ferris High School teacher Mandy Manning was recently named 
National Teacher of the Year by the Council of Chief School 
Officers. Manning, who had previously earned regional and state 
Teacher of the Year honors, teaches in the Newcomer Center at 
Ferris, an English Language Development (ELD) program for 
non-native speakers.

Her honors included a live studio appearance on CBS This Morning 
and a recognition ceremony at the White House. 

See NEWESD 101 profile of Manning from the Fall 2017 issue of 
Focus: https://goo.gl/Xk48Tw.



Michael Dunn, Superintendent
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WE. Not me.

NEWESD 101 complies with all federal and state regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender 
expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability in its programs and activities, and provides equal access 
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I have always paid attention to the pronouns people 
use, and have forever been much more drawn to 
those who say “we” or “our” – as in, “in our district/
school, we are working on…” 

In a related way, I have long been skeptical of those 
whose words, actions and deeds signal extreme 
confidence but little humility – either because they 
are so ego driven or they think that, because they 
are in a bigger place or have earned some success, 
they are somehow better than others. Those who 
think or say, “I alone can fix this, or I will restore 
past greatness.”

The most recent time that one of our longest 
serving senators, John McCain, ran for the seat he 
has held in the United States Senate for 31 years, 
he was criticized by members of his own party for 
engaging in something unthinkable…compromising. 
Imagine, working WITH others to attempt to 
come to agreement rather than, say, tweeting inces-
sant insults about those who see it differently. 

I began my career in the classroom back when 
compromise was still at least partially in vogue 
in the political arena, and it has always needed to 
be in vogue in the education enterprise. My first 
years were spent in a small district where we knew 
we needed to work with and learn from educators 
elsewhere, because we assuredly did not mistakenly 
believe we could possibly know it all ourselves. 

To this day, I wonder if there is a school or district 
large enough anywhere that they could possibly 
know it all, or who knows so much better than 
others. I doubt it. 

Shortly into my career, A Nation At Risk was 
published, criticizing education in some ways that 
were deserved, and in numerous ways that were not. 
Yet, the report was a signal that people were paying 
attention to our practices, outcomes, and impact on 
students and their futures – on our collective future 
as a nation. 

In that way, it could be argued it was a perhaps 
needed reminder that education must always strive 
for continued improvement, and to help foster the 

success of increasingly greater numbers of students 
– regardless of background or circumstances. 

To affect that preferred and needed outcome, 
genuine teamwork and real collaboration are neces-
sary. No matter which young people we work with 
or where we serve them, not one of them chose his 
or her ZIP code. 

And lest any of us delude ourselves that being better 
than some other school or district, or better than 
some colleague, is the goal, unless we work and learn 
together for all kids – unless we are happy enough 
to share, and humble enough to recognize that no 
matter what we may know, there is always more that 
can be learned – true success will be elusive.

What kind of colleague and professional am I, or 
are you? Do I see things through a we/them frame, 
or rather through US? Do I talk respectfully to 
others, rather than about them? Do I willingly share 
and work with others toward common and shared 
goals? Do I understand that compromise is neces-
sary; that I may not always (or ever) get all of what I 
want or prefer? 

Do I see more than one side to complex issues, 
and am I open to gaining an understanding from 
perspectives different from my own? Do I know the 
fortune I enjoy to stand on the foundation of the 
work of those who preceded me, and do I bring a 
fervent commitment to building on it and making 
it ever better? 

Do I know, and act accordingly, that it is about 
WE, not me? 

Helen Keller said, “Alone we can do so little; 
together we can do so much.” Despite what we 
see modeled by some, my humble perspective and 
experience is that Ms. Keller is right. It seems to me 
that NOW is a pretty good time to be reminded of 
her wisdom. And to act in accord with it. 

Local students earn  
state-level art show awards
Jonathen Jacobsen (Cheney High School) and 
Keenan Avery-Carpenter (Mt. Spokane High School) 

both earned awards at the 2018 state art show in 
Olympia. Jacobsen was honored by the Washington 
State School Directors’ Association and  
Avery-Carpenter earned a Judges’ Choice Award.

The Superintendent’s Column
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NEWESD 101 snapshots A continuing series profiling the people of NEWESD 101. 

Andrew Bingham
It was during a Psychology class his freshman year of college 
that the lightbulb clicked. In an instant, Andrew Bingham 
knew what he wanted to do with his career. 

On that day, in a classroom at Yakima Valley Community 
College, he knew his calling was in public health. He continued 
his Psychology studies at Central Washington University, 
co-majoring in Pre-Medicine. 

Following graduation in 2013, he became a certified nursing 
assistant and began his career at a hospital in Portland, assisting 
patients dealing with mental health, substance abuse and 
post-traumatic stress. From there, he branched into family 
support services, crisis response and counseling.

In short, he amassed five years of invaluable experience that 
prepared him well for his next professional challenge in 
Spokane. Earlier this year, Bingham joined NEWESD 101 as 
regional children’s mental health project coordinator. 

He is one of only two people in the state – the other at ESD 
113 – hired to conduct a pilot study on children’s mental health 
and to report to the Legislature on ways of improving service 
delivery. With responsibility for mental health now dispersed 
across a variety of local, state, public and private health 
providers, service can be spotty and uneven.

Bingham’s job is to assess specific needs and their scope, eval-
uate current services (both strengths and gaps) and, ultimately, 
recommend new approaches and evaluation to better serve 
students in need. Need is great and growing, with an estimated 
20 percent of American children suffering from a mental 
health condition. 

While Bingham’s task is formidable, it is one he has tackled 
with relish. Just like his lightbulb moment in college, he is again 
drawn to serve; to take on one of the great health challenges of 
our day. Thank you, Andrew, for sharing the light.

Evan Kruschke
Don’t be fooled by his job title. If education advocate sounds fairly 
traditional or even a tad boring, don’t think for a second that the 
holder of the title is a boring old guy. Quite the contrary.

By day, Evan Kruschke does indeed have a traditional job with 
immense responsibility. As an education advocate in NEWESD 
101’s Center for Juvenile Detention School Services, he assists 
court-involved youth in transitioning back to school or work. 

He is both an adviser and mentor to youth, encouraging them to 
make the most of their second chances. As a young man himself, 
only three years removed from his bachelor’s degree at Gonzaga 
University, he displays a maturity and calm that belies his years. 

Then there is his other identity. On weekends, Kruschke is a 
professional musician; a guitarist in the popular local band Boat 
Race Weekend (a named inspired by the hydroplane races in his 
native Tri-Cities). Yes, Kruschke is both serious and traditional, 
but creative, laid back and fun.

His work assignment seems a perfect fit for his personality, 
education and training. Following his BA in Psychology, he 
returned to Gonzaga for a master’s in school counseling. 

He also served a stint with AmeriCorps, working at Glover 
Middle School, then completed an internship with Spokane 
Public Schools’ On Track Academy. 

A tour of the Spokane Juvenile Detention Center provided a 
further glimpse of professional opportunity and Kruschke knew 
where he wanted to be. Today, he serves an average caseload of 
10 students transitioning back from adversity.

His approach is one of gentle guidance–advise and recommend, 
but respect the student’s independence and right to make his/her 
own choices. It’s just the balanced, thoughtful approach we would 
expect from someone who is serious and creative, but never boring.

Evan Kruschke leaves no doubt about his college loyalties.

Andrew Bingham: Leading the way for state.



Students in the STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art 
and math) classroom at the Millwood Kindergarten Center, 
West Valley School District, often spend time in the role 
of engineer – operating robots, coding and problem solving 
through the arts. 

Later this year, they will move to the next level by traveling to the 
sun. They will do so, figuratively of course, by way of the Parker Solar 

Probe, a NASA spacecraft launching this 
summer for a journey to the sun. 

Aboard the craft will be a memory 
card containing the names of people 
responding to a national invitation to 
“touch the sun.” Millwood STEAM 
teacher Melissa Fennen, seeing a unique 
opportunity to connect her students to 
science and history, promptly signed up 
the school’s 160 kindergarteners.

The Parker probe will fly closer to 
the sun than any spacecraft before it, 
gathering data on solar activity that 
ultimately affects life on earth.  

Each year’s Bloomsday road race in Spokane produces its share of 
interesting personal stories and the 2018 edition was no different – 
except that one of the stories involved a member of the NEWESD 
101 family, Business Manager Pam O’Connor. Back in 1988, 
O’Connor and her husband Pat ran the race for the first time.

So did their two young daughters, Heather, then 3, who rode in a 
dad-powered stroller; and Polly, then 1, who bounced in a Snugli 
on mom’s back. While the four returned the following year, success 
eluded them when a wheel fell off the stroller.

While Pam and Pat then completed the next 28 Bloomsdays as a 
couple, they always dreamed of a 1988 replay with their daughters. 
This year it finally happened – and with a bonus. The original four-
some returned, along with Heather’s 14-year-old son, Shey.

Heather, the original stroller, claimed the family’s best time, though 
no one was really counting. The time together made them all winners.

The 1988 foursome – Pam, Polly, Heather and Pat – in their 2018 
Bloomsday shirts. 

Students 
proudly display 

their “hot tickets to the sun.”

Thirty years later, history repeats

Millwood kindergarteners  
get hot ticket to the sun

Coming this summer
Growing Kindergarten conference, June 19-20, 2018. 
Karma Hugo, OSPI director of early learning, will present a 
keynote and facilitate a roundtable discussion about shaping 
the next five years in Washington state early learning.

Details and registration: https://goo.gl/BEJtDN.

Opening Doors, Closing the Gap summer institute,  
August 6-7, 2018.
This summit will focus on inclusionary practices, social 
emotional learning, early interventions and cultural compe-
tence in closing achievement gaps. The featured speaker is 
Dr. Jon Mundorf from Harvard University. 

Details and registration: https://goo.gl/Py1NxR, then type 
Opening Doors in search button. 

The Central Valley High School girls’ basketball team 
capped an undefeated season by winning the GEICO 
national championship in New York. The Bears defeated 
Hamilton Heights Christian of Tennessee, 66-61, in a game 
nationally televised by ESPN2. Coach Freddie Rehkow was 
subsequently named national coach of the year.

Congratulations, CVHS!

CV girls basketball champs

When its 
mission ends, 
today’s kindergarteners will be 
12 or 13 years old. To honor their 
participation, every kindergartner has
received a personal certificate, known as a hot-ticket to the sun, 
acknowledging his/her rendezvous with history. 

The mission has a scheduled run of six years and 11 months. 
For many of today’s kindergarteners, the inspiration may last 
a lifetime.

Future astronauts perhaps? 
Kindergarteners Annabelle 
Aiello and Sameer Jefferson 
join in the NASA spirit. 


